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4. Bell P-39K-1-BE serial # 42-4358
40th Fighter Squadron, 35th Fighter Group

g_: " tJE;

e

h Ai c e firs iving igecember 1942 _2nCd to 1/Lt William McDonough, the potent image
of fig he starboafll nose onoug/\imed t ghters with this mount on 6 February 1943 during the Battle for Wau,
New G a g O then. THRE battle XNgiFe whep@®Banese Army learned that the Okabe Detachment was in desperate circumstances
at Wau, and s i

s Australians defending the airfield. At 1045 hours, three American C-47As bringing reinforcements
entered Red by Ki-43 Oscars of the llth Sentai, based out of Malahang, near Lae Eight 40th FS Airacobras, including
u’s runway, two of the American transports made a qulck getaway, and returned to Port Moresby unscathed. However C-47A serlal #41-

rly Delivery, was last seen heading into the mountains. The transport failed to re-appear, presumed shot down, but its wreckage was located 46 years
later deep in a blind valley not far from Wau.

The Americans claimed three Lilys and four Oscars from the day’s combat, in exchange for one lightly-damaged P-40E. Japanese losses were
qualitatively significant, for they included two experienced pilots; 11th Sentai Commanding Officer Major Katsuji Suguira, and Chutai Commander, Captain
Shigenori Miyabashi. The other two Japanese pilots lost were Tomechi Takaga and Tetsuo Sato, whose identity tag was recovered later that afternoon. McDonough’s

‘Donald Duck’ Airacobra was lost in an accident on 1 July 1943, whilst McDonough himself was later killed near Port Moresby on 22 April 1944 during an
unsuccessful P-47D bail-out.
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